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Introduction:

My philosophy for this course centers on the idea that we are here to work together to further your education by increasing your American History cultural understanding.  I will plan and design the course, but it will be done with the idea of us working together as a team to promote the individual growth of everyone.  Thus, at all times the course and its elements should be viewed from the perspective of something which is being done “for you” rather than something which is being done “to you.”  However, the purpose for our being here must be kept in mind at all times.  The primary purpose of this course will be to help you develop the ability to make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world.  My efforts will be geared toward that end, and I hope yours will be as well.  The following pages are intended to provide you with introductory information that you will want to refer back to during the course of our year together.

Course Summary:

This course is a year long course surveying US History from its foundations to present history, but focusing on the last 150 years.  The class will be taught chronologically while focusing on several themes, namely freedom vs. protection, promise vs. reality, myths and heroes, rebellion, and minority issues.  Most importantly, the focus of the course will be what it means to be a citizen in our democratic society and to increase your cultural literacy or the common knowledge all Americans should have to be called an American.  Basically, we will try to discover who we are and how became who we are today.  Lastly, we will try to determine if we have lived up to the Preamble of our Constitution.  Below are the approximate unit lengths for First Semester:

Intro Unit--What does it mean to be an American?



1 week

Unit 1- Independence to Manifest Destiny




3 weeks

Unit 2- Civil War and Reconstruction




4 weeks

Unit 3- WEIIU







4 weeks

Unit 4- Modern America Emerges





4 week

Unit 5- Roaring 20’s






3 weeks

Textbook and Materials:

The primary text is The Americas: Reconstruction to the 21st Century, but the students will also be reading both primary and secondary sources.  These texts will range from newspaper and journal articles to government documents, short biographies, court decisions, and political essays.  Movies and a variety of visuals will be used as well.  Required materials you will need for this course include colored pencils, pen/pencil, paper, and something to organize your work (binder, folder, etc.)
Subject Area Standards:
The following standards will be developed and emphasized most frequently in this course.  My goal is for you to achieve the following goals:

Reading:
1.  The student understands and uses different skills and strategies to read.



2.  The student understands the meaning of what is read.



3.  The student reads different materials for a variety of purposes.



4.  The student sets goals and evaluates progress to improve reading.

Civics:
1. The student will understand and interpret the major ideas of foundational documents

2. The student will examine key ideals of U.S. democracy

3. The student will understand the rights and responsibilities of citizenship and the principles of democratic civic involvement

History:

1. The student understands and examines major ideas, eras, themes, 




developments, turning points, chronology, and the cause-and-effect 




relationships among them in the United States.

2.  The student understands that historical accounts and artifacts are subject to analysis and interpretations from multiple perspectives.



3.  The student understands the impact of technology, ideas, and creativity 



on history and social change.

Geography:
1. The student uses maps, charts, and other geographic tools to understand 



spatial information about people, places, and environments on the Earth.



2.  The student understands the complex physical and human 





characteristics of places and regions.

Comm-

1.  The student uses listening and observation skills to gain understanding.

unication
2.  The student communicates ideas clearly and effectively.

3.  The student uses communication strategies and skills to work effectively with others.

Credit and Grading:

As a student, you should always put forth your best effort no matter the situation.  The quickest way to annoy me is to ask, “Is this going to be graded?” because that question carries with it the implication that if it cannot hurt your grade, then you do not care about it.   Remember, you are here to learn, not to just get a grade.  

1. Assignments will be posted in the class well in advance of their due date. All homework is optional, but you will not do well on tests, essays, and presentations in this class unless the work before it is done.  

2. All work for each unit must be done before the unit test, essay, or presentation is complete.  No late work is accepted after unit test day.
3. In addition, in a case of an emergency, extensions will be granted if you see me before the first bell on the day the assignment is due.  New due dates will be set on an individual basis.  
4. Lastly, there are no retakes on any test or quiz and no notes will be allowed.

5. Each unit students are provided with a study guide which outlines the content to be covered and the learning objectives.  Completed study guides are worth up to 10% added to the final test score.  See “Student Grading Sample” below.

6. Below is a break down of the units, tests and other assignments:


Unit’s Test/Paper/Presentation


Approx. % of Final Grade

Intro Unit--What does it mean to be an American?



10 %
Unit 1- Independence to Manifest Destiny




15 %
Unit 2- Civil War and Reconstruction




15 %
Unit 3- Westward Expansion/Industrialization/Urbanization


15 %
Unit 4- Modern America Emerges





15 %
Unit 5- Roaring 20’s






15 %
Cumulative Final







15 %
The following grading scale will be used for the course:


100-93%A

82-80%
B-

69-67%
D+



92-90%
A-

79-77%
C+

66-60%
D


89-87%
B+

76-73%
C

Below 60% F


86-83%
B

72-70%
C-

Grades are posted on-line weekly. Regarding cheating/plagiarism please refer to the Jackson Student Handbook.

Student Grading Example

Foundations to Manifest Destiny- Unit 1
Assignments








Score


Formative Assignments/Classwork






Complete
Complete= 5 % added to exam score
Score on Unit Test







86%

Since the student completed the study guide 10% added to their Unit Test score, so they will get 91% for the unit. To be eligible to receive the 5% added all formative work must be completed and submitted.
The expectation is that you do all the work and your best effort is put forward.  If you do the work, you will succeed on the tests, essays, and presentations.  If you do not, you will fail/do poorly on the tests/papers/presentations and the course.  Those who turn in all study guides and assignments throughout the year will have no trouble with the course.

Attendance and Tardies:

The Jackson High School Attendance Policy (see pages 13-16 of Handbook) will be enforced.  No late work will be accepted or make up work will be allowed for unexcused absences.  Students with excused absences will be allowed to make up missing assignments.  They will receive the same number of days to complete the missing work as the days they were absent, but if the assignment’s due date was posted in advance then the assignment is due on your return to class.  Also, if you miss class but make it to school, the assignment is due that day.   All tests will be taken the day you return it is the students’ responsibility to get all missed assignments, any needed explanations, and turn in due assignments before or after school the day they return.  If you do not take the initiative to get missed assignments, your grade will suffer.  

Class begins promptly on the ringing of the bell.  Jackson High School’s tardy policy will be followed.

Communication:
E-mail:
jvincent@everettsd.org
Phone:

425-385-7152
Web-Page:
http://cms.everett.k12.wa.us/jacksonhigh/jvincent
Best Time to Call:
1:05- 2:00 p.m.
Expectations and Beliefs:

1.  You have a desire to learn

2.  You put forth a consistent effort

3.  You actively participate

4.  If you have a problem, you try to resolve it.

5.  You enjoy what you do

7.  You always seek results rather than excuses

8.  You seek Mr. Vincent’s help when needed
Classroom Climate:

In order for the classroom to be a positive learning environment, several rules must be followed:

1. Be on time—start on time, be prepared, and end on time.

2. Be neat and clean—appearance, actions, and language.

3. Don’t criticize each other and practice mutual respect.
For Parents/Guardians:

Many parents/guardians have asked me how they can help their student succeed in my class.  Here are a few things that will help:

1. Each day ask your student what they learned in my class.  If they can, have them explain how what they learned influences their life or our country.

2. Use a nightly/weekly schedule to help your student be organized and prepare for upcoming assignments

3. Study with them; especially help them with vocab. flashcards and memorization.

4. Set goals with them and establish rewards and penalties.

5. Encourage them to come in before and after school for help.

6. If there is a problem, contact me as soon as possible.

Joel Vincent
HM Jackson High School

RETURN THIS PORTION TO Mr. Vincent
Everett School District LMS On-line Grading System

Your student’s assignments, assignment directions, assignment due dates, and grades for this class will be posted on-line. Students will be required to register in class within the first few days of the semester. After your student has registered, you may also register by logging in to the following web address: https://ims.everett.k12.wa.us/ 
Parent Questionnaire (CIRCLE ONE):

?
I will monitor my student’s grades on-line at the Everett School District LMS web site by registering at https://ims.everett.k12.wa.us

?
I will monitor student grades by having my student access the Everett School District LMS web site at school and print off a progress report whenever I ask for it.

I understand the classroom procedures described in the US History course syllabus and I am willing to comply with the course expectations.

__________________________________

______________________________

Student Name





Parent Name






___________________________________

______________________________

Student Signature


Date

Parent/Guardian Signature
Date

Parent/Guardian Contact:

Phone # _________________________Who’s_________________________________

Phone # _________________________Who’s_________________________________

Parent’s E-mail____________________________________________

Student’s E-mail_____________________________________________

Question/Comments:

